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Volunteers working to make IFMA Congress a success

By JEANNINE OTTO

AgriNews Publications

BLOOMINGTON, Ill. — In
the cooler-than-normal 50-de-
gree temperatures and seem-
ingly unending rain of early
May, it might be difficult to
understand the importance of
what Scott Williamson and
Herb Meyer will be doing in
late July.

But when the summer
heat of late July arrives, the
early-morning jobs of the Ice
Men will become a vital part
of the International Farm
Management Congress.

“If you think about the
temperatures around that
time of the year — and some
of these trips are going to be
long — they’ve got a really
important job,” said Carroll
Merry, executive director of
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$40-$50 In Stock

MEADOW
SALES

765-597-2133
8-7 Mon-Sat; Closed Sun.
Located 4 miles south of
Turkey Run State Park at 3701
E. on CR 450 N., Marshall, IN
47859. Watch for Red Wing

Wolverine Signs. B19127

the Illinois Society of Profess-
ional Farm Managers and
Rural Appraisers.

Williamson, AgriGold re-
gional sales manager for the
northern half of Illinois, and
Meyer, accredited rural app-
raiser with 1st Farm Credit
Services in Bloomington, are
the Ice Men.

The two volunteered and
Williamson volunteered his
pickup truck to transport ice
and beverages to where 17
tour buses are going to be
parked and waiting for the
IFMA Congress participants,
some 300 in all, to get aboard
to take a series of farm and
agribusiness tours.

“We have to go pick up the
soft drinks and the water and
then go to the Meyer store
and load up on ice and pack
the coolers,” Meyer said.

“T've got a pickup truck so
we're going to pick up the ice,
the bottled water and basical-
ly just make sure that we get
all the ice we need, then just
get the coolers ready on the
buses to take off for the day
on Tuesday and Thursday,”
Williamson added.

Occurring every two years,
the IFMA Congress moves
from country to country, and
Bloomington will host the
2009 Congress on behalf of
the United States July 19-24.

An estimated 300 partici-
pants from 20 to 25 nations
will attend. In addition to the
congress itself, the partici-
pants will tour Illinois farms
and agribusinesses during
two days of the event.

To make the congress a
success requires a number of
volunteers for all phases of
the planning and actual
event. It’s been no problem to
find willing volunteers, Merry
said.

Volunteers and helpers
will work to do jobs from reg-
istering participants to lead-
ing tours of farms and
agribusinesses to coordinat-
ing the actual presentations
— as well as stocking tour
buses with ice and cold
drinks.

“From Day 1, they've rais-
ed their hands saying let me
know what you want me to do,
it’s really been fun to see the
volunteers come forward from
the Illinois chapter,” Merry
said.

The Ice Men are an exam-
ple.

“It’s been that kind of

enthusiasm,” Merry said.
“Scott said Tve got a pickup
truck, and I'll be glad to do it.
I'm going to be one of the Ice
Men.”

“We needed a truck to haul
the ice because there will be
several buses, and it was fine
with me,” Williamson added.

Both Williamson and
Meyer joked it likely was
their extensive experience at
icing down beverages in cool-
ers that landed them the job.

“This will be my biggest
job as an ice man. I've packed
a few coolers before,” Meyer
laughed. “It’s one of those
tasks that requires years of
extensive training and skill.”

The  volunteer corps
includes those whose jobs
started months ago, such as
Kim Morton, director of devel-
opment at the University of
Illinois College of Agricul-
tural, Consumer and Environ-
mental Sciences. Morton, a
former president of The
Chicago Farmers, was asked
by Merry if she could help out
with coordinating the 25
event speakers.

“My job is to follow up with
the speakers, make sure we
have their biographies, get
their photos, make sure we
know when theyre arriving
and what hotel theyre stay-
ing at, know how long they’re
staying, make sure I have a
cell phone number for them in
case we need to contact
them,” she explained. “I'm
sort of their concierge.”
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Equipment For Sale
Call Now
1-866-976-3276

Available for Spring!
Tillage

Great Plains 18 ft. Turbo chopper, new product.......... CALL
Great Plains 24 ft. Turbo chopper, new product. . ........ CALL
Great Plains 36 ft. Ultra Till, just arrived .. . ................ CALL

ity = it : SOLD--Savel-Calt
Great Plains, 30 ft., Turbo Till, demo, low acres. .. ..... Save! Call
Great-Plains; 24-ftTfurbo-Fitt-new————~-SOLD—Cal-for Price
Great Plains, 30 ft., Turbo Till, new, just arrived. . . . .. Call for Price
Great Plains, 18 ft., Turbo Till, used, like new ........ Great Value

M&W Earthmaster 1465 disk ripper, used, 7 shanks

Planters
Great Plains, 60 ft., YP2425 TR, 24 twin rows. . . ... Call for Price

Great Plains, 40 ft., YP1625 TR, twin row, rental . .. ... Save! Call
Great Plains, 40 ft., YP1625, 30" spacing, new. .. .. Call for Price
Great Plains, 40 ft., YP1625 TR, twinrow.......... Call for Price
Drills
Great Plains, 7 ft., 706NT, compact drill. . .......... Call for Price
Tractors
Case MX255, 255 hp, used, duals, 1700 hrs........... $89,500
IH 1586, 160 hp, used, rear duals, 6845 hrs........... $10,500

Compact Tractors

Kioti, CK25 HST, w/loader & backhoe, rental,

187 IS, ettt $16,750 cash
Kioti CK30 HST, 28.5, used, w/loader, 731 hrs.. ...$10,800 cash
Cub Cadet 7195, 19 hp, used, small & powerful......... $5,000
Cub Cadet/Yanmar EX 2900/3200, new, great value . ... .. CALL
Cub Cadet/Yanmar EX 450, new product............... CALL

..... $7000

All models of KIOTI & Cub Cadet Yanmar Tractors available .. Call

Clinton Equipment

COMPANY

“Whore Farim Techuoloqy and Product Tunovation Meot”

Hwy 51 North 217-935-9400
Clinton, IL 61727 866-976-3276

B37494

Focusing on Agriculture
for Individuals and Businesses

v Estate Planning & Farm Trusts
v/Land Sales & Purchases

/1031 Exchanges

v/ Agricultural Cooperatives

v/ Corps., LLCs & Partnerships

v Local Drainage District Assistance

v/ Value-Added Agribusinesses

Robert Dodd

Mary Christine Ludwig
303 S. Mattis Avenue
Champaign, IL 61821-3070

(217) 356-9500

When the congress gets
closer, Morton will be schedul-
ing rehearsal times and will
be gathering copies of the
speakers’ presentations.

Her job requires specifics
— the number of days that
each speaker will be staying
and attending is vital to make
arrangements for meals and
other logistics.

With speakers coming
from countries ranging from
Denmark to South Africa,
Morton is anticipating the
congress.

“I'm really looking forward
to hearing their presentations
myself,” she said.

She also is impressed by
the level of commitment of the
volunteers. Morton works
part-time, and right now the
congress duties are taking a
couple of hours a week, which
likely will increase as the
event gets closer.

“I know how full your
schedule is when you work for
someone else. So many of the
society members have their
own businesses and those jobs
never end, that’s really a sac-
rifice,” she said.

“It’s a big sacrifice when
you are salaried, when you
work for yourself, those peo-
ple are taking time away from

WASTE LESS
SAVE MORE.
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their own shops to do this and
it’s really commendable.”

Merry said he is impressed
by the enthusiasm he’s seen
in the members of the Illinois
society.

“There’s just a tremendous
enthusiasm with the mem-
bership,” he said. “They real-
ize what a great chance this is
to just really show off their
home companies, their home
state, the areas where they
work and the farms they work
with, and they’ve really come
forward. I think the leader-

ship of the chapter is ex-
tremely proud of how the
members have just said ‘Hey,
how can I help? ”

Williamson said he is look-
ing forward to meeting the
congress participants, as well
as the Illinois society mem-
bers he knows from his 23
years in the business and new
people in agriculture.

“It’s a pretty big deal and
it’s going to be interesting to
learn about ag in other parts
of the world,” he said.
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JD 7000, 8RW, Kelderman fold, insect, corn & bean

meters

Trimble’s Tru Count clutches, together
with the AgGPS® EZ-Boom® 2010
application control system, can save
you five percent or more on seed
costs. You can switch up to ten
sections automatically, to prevent
wasted seed on headlands, waterways
and point rows. The EZ-Boom
system can also be used with
fertilizer, chemicals and
anhydrous ammonia. With
today’s prices, this system
practically pays for itself i
in one pass. For more
information, visit
www.trimble.com/ =
agriculture, or see "g
your dealer. .
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Trimble Agriculture. The line everyone follows.
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Call 1-800-322-7156 or 309-527-6455

I-39 & Hwy.24W - El Paso, IL 61738
www.linco.com

The New HP Auger works a little too fast

some people. That’s because Brandt’s new

performance design gives it 160% of the capaci

of a regular 13-inch auger.* And the kind of speed

that won’t go unnoticed by anyone at harvest time.

The new Brandt HP Auger.

Engineered for performance and durability.

www.brandt.ca

* Capacity based on an independent side-by-side comparison by Meyers Norris Penny LLP. Conducted with augers extended to full height.
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